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that are deaf, and that there is also a TDD
line——

The President. Oh, I’m sorry.
Audience member. ——and maybe a spe-

cial thank-you to Senator Kennedy for seeing
that that happened. [Laughter]

The President. Thank you. Would you
like to say something about it?

That’s the TDD line, and for the last cou-
ple of years we’ve done some things to point
out what telephone technology is doing to
bring communication to the deaf. And this
TDD line is 1–800–787–3224.

I thank you for mentioning that.
Thank you. Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:38 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Candice Slaughter, domestic
violence victim, and Ellen Fisher, hotline director.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting Budget Rescissions
February 21, 1996

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In accordance with the Congressional

Budget and Impoundment Control Act of
1974, I herewith report three rescission pro-
posals of budgetary resources, totaling $820
million. These rescissions offset the emer-
gency FY 1996 Defense supplemental appro-
priations, which support the Bosnia peace
implementation force. The rescissions affect
the Department of Defense.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Remarks to the White House
Conference on Empowerment Zones
February 22, 1996

Thank you very much, Mr. Vice President,
Hannah and Vinnie and the congressmen,
the mayors, county officials, and others here.
Can you believe the Vice President—[laugh-
ter]—asked me in front of all of you about
this trade deal? [Laughter] I figured that

the—you know, in this league there’s only
two teams. [Laughter] Nobody on their team
I want to trade him for. [Laughter] I’m a
lot more worried about the other team treat-
ing him like a free agent, making him an offer
he can’t refuse. [Laughter]

I want to say to Vinnie Johnson, all of us
saw him play on television with Detroit, but
I was in my very first term as Governor of
Arkansas when he was a star at Baylor. So
I want to say here in front of all of you, I
forgive him for all the points he scored
against my team—[laughter]—when I was
trying to succeed at everything, in every en-
deavor.

I thank him; I thank Hannah for their stun-
ning examples. I want to thank the Vice
President and Secretary Cisneros and Assist-
ant Secretary Cuomo and Secretary Glick-
man and all the people in our other Depart-
ments who have worked to make this com-
munity empowerment effort a success.

I had believed in this concept long before
I became President, long before I ran for
President. But to make it work in the way
that it has worked required an incredible
amount of planning and discipline and
followup and effort. And I must say, I have
been pleased beyond my wildest dreams not
only with what you have done but with the
role that our administration has played and
the role that they have done. The idea and
the passing of the law in Congress was only
the first step, and had they not done such
a superb job in the followup—all the people
on the Community Empowerment Board,
but beginning with those I mentioned and
starting first and foremost with the Vice
President, this would not have happened. So
I want to thank them for what they did.

I also want to say, just before I get into
my remarks about you, the Congress is com-
ing back next Monday, and in the weeks since
they’ve been gone you can see that some-
times partisan activities lead to inattention
to the public’s business. Now we’ve got a real
opportunity for action between now and
Easter when the Congress goes out for its
next recess, and I think it’s time that we here
got down to doing our work the way you are
doing your work in your communities. It’s
time to deal with the unfinished business of
this country: to continue to create oppor-
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